
cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-12-02

IN ANDAMANS, TRIBALS AND NO-GO AREAS
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Population and associated issues incl. Tribes

The reported death of John Allen Chau, an American visitor, on North Sentinel Island in an
attack by the indigenous people has turned the international spotlight on this tiny 60 sq km piece
of land in the Andamans. As one of the last remaining ‘uncontacted’ island dwelling groups, the
Sentinelese have inspired awe and scientific curiosity as to how they continue to live as hunter-
gatherers.

How many Sentinelese are there?

In July 2017, the Secretary, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes, who visited the
Andaman and Nicobar islands — but not North Sentinel — reported that the estimated
population of Sentinelese was 50 individuals. No accurate census has been made. North
Sentinel Island lies west of Port Blair, part of the archipelago made up of about 200 islands.
After the Indian Ocean tsunami of 2004, many feared for the population on the island, but an
aerial survey showed that the islanders had survived.

When did they reach the islands?

Research scholars have, on the basis of genetic pointers, suggested that the earliest settlers in
the Andamans came about 35,000 years ago, while others say it could have been much earlier.
They are thus believed to be descendants of the earliest humans to migrate out of the African
continent.

How did they arrive across seas?

Scholars theorise that during the ice ages, when sea levels were considerably lower, it should
have been possible to walk across land bridges or cross shallow waters in crude canoes from
the Sumatra, Malay and Burma coasts which are not far from the southern and northern
extremes of the present day islands. According to some researchers, there were 13 linguistically
defined groups among the original inhabitants, before the British set up a penal colony in Port
Blair in 1858. Exposure to diseases and the social disruption that followed decimated the
populations. Only the Jarawa, the Onge and the Sentinelese survived that phase, while the
Great Andamanese were decimated in conflicts with the British. A small number of Andamanese
survive in a reservation with government help.

Do Sentinelese exist in isolation?

The inhabitants of North Sentinel Island are considered fiercely hostile. They are unique
survivors on a small forested land for thousands of years and have continued their existence
without making attempts to reach out to the modern world. Yet, the Anthropological Survey of
India (AnSI) conducted several ‘expeditions’ to make contact with the group beginning in the
1970s, some of them led by anthropologist T.N. Pandit. On some trips, members of the Onge
tribe joined the visitors. The programme to gain the friendship of the Sentinelese went on, says
anthropologist A. Justin, until April 2003. While there was initial hostility and a threat to shoot
arrows, the Sentinelese often accepted gifts such as coconuts, red linen, ribbons, plastic
buckets and even hogs. They showed “no sign of unfriendliness” by the time the contact
attempts were abandoned. During one visit, the members took the gifts from “the visitors’
hands,” according to an AnSI report.
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What threats do they face?

The continued existence of ancient people in North Sentinel Island with no real contact with
modernity is enough evidence of their ability to persist without outside help. When other groups,
such as the Andamanese, the Onge and later the Jarawa made contact with outsiders, there
was a destructive impact on them. The Sentinelese have so far escaped the disease and
disruption that overtook the others. Yet, they face the threat of poaching off North Sentinel.
Intruders often fish in the waters around the island, and 11 of them were caught in 2012 alone.
Two years after the 2004 tsunami, during which coral reefs around the island had become
visible, two poachers from Port Blair drifted to the island and were killed. In August this year, the
Centre relaxed the Restricted Area Permit system to boost tourism and enable foreigners to visit
29 islands in Andaman and Nicobar, including North Sentinel. The National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes has called for a review of the decision.
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100 SMART CITIES SELECTED IN 4 ROUNDS—SPVS
INCORPORATED IN ALL 5,151 PROJECTS IDENTIFIED
BY CITIES WORTH MORE THAN RS. 2 LAKH CRORE
UNDER IMPLEMENTATION IN 100 CITIES

Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies incl. Migration & Smart
Cities

Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs

100 Smart Cities Selected in 4 Rounds—SPVS Incorporated
in all 5,151 Projects Identified by Cities worth more than Rs.
2 Lakh Crore Under Implementation in 100 Cities

534 Projects Worth Rs. 10,116 Crore Completed

Implementation Commenced for 1,177 Projects worth Rs.
43,493 Crore

Tendering Started for 677 Projects worth Rs. 38,207 Crore

78 Indicators In 15 Categories Ranked 111 Cities On Ease
of Living Index
Smart City Fellowship & Internship Programs Launched

Citiis Challenge Launched in Partnership with AFD & EU to
Select 15 Innovative Projects

Posted On: 27 DEC 2018 3:32PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Housing & Affairs has embarked upon one of the most ambitious programmes
undertaken in the world for renaissance for rejuvenating and transforming Indian cities
through several initiatives including infusion of more than Rs. 6,85,758 crore for ensuring
citizen friendly urban areas. The transformation has been undertaken by way of implementing
key urban reforms, projects for urban rejuvenation, construction of public and household toilets
and solid waste management under the Swachh Bharat Mission, initiation and implementation of
more than 5000 Smart City projects worth Rs.2,05,018 crore under the Smart City Mission,
sanctioning of more than 65 lakh houses for construction under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana in urban areas, provision of water, sewerage and sanitation under the Mission
AMRUT by sanctioning projects worth Rs.77,640 crore, augmenting the urban transport by
way of new metro lines, embarking on an ambitious target for skill development of urban
youth for gainful employment under DAY-NULM and approving implementation of city



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

HRIDAY plans for 12 cities. The Ministry is also vigorously pursuing reforms in the real estate
sector for the benefit of homebuyers by ensuring implementation of RERA in all parts of the
country.

SMART CITY MISSION

Under the SCM, 100 Smart Cities have been selected in 4 Rounds based on All India
Competition. All 100 cities have incorporated Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs).

Since the launch of the mission 5,151 projects identified by the cities worth more than Rs. 2 lakh
crore are in various stages of implementation in the 100 cities. 534 projects worth Rs. 10,116
crore have been completed, implementation has commenced for 1,177 projects with a cost of
Rs. 43,493 crore and tendering has started for 677 projects with a cost of Rs. 38,207 crore. The
progress with respect to implementation of projects pertaining to Smart Solutions, Smart Roads,
Smart Water, Solar Rooftops, and Visible & Impactful is given below:

·For Smart Command & Control Centres projects worth Rs. 1,558 crore in 11 cities have been
completed; projects worth Rs. 3,049 crore in 29 cities are under progress; further tenders have
been issued for projects worth Rs. 2,730 crore in 21 cities.

·For Smart Roads projects worth Rs. 228 crore in 4 cities have been completed; projects worth
Rs. 3,819 crore in 34 cities are under progress; further tenders have been issued for projects
worth Rs. 2,069 crore in 10 cities.

·For Smart Water projects worth Rs. 902 crore in 18 cities have been completed; projects worth
Rs. 5,961 crore in 35 cities are under progress; further tenders have been issued for projects
worth Rs. 921 crore in 17 cities.

·For Solar projects worth Rs. 58 crore in 8 cities have been completed; projects worth Rs. 828
crore in 42 cities are under progress; further tenders have been issued for projects worth Rs.
300 crore in 9 cities.

·For Visible and impactful projects, worth Rs. 179 crore in 16 cities have been completed;
projects worth Rs. 3,701 crore in 32 cities are under progress; further tenders have been issued
for projects worth Rs. 2,828 crore in 20 cities.

Value Capture Finance (VCF) Policy Framework was released by the Ministry on 28th February
2017. It is an important tool for generating much needed additional finances required by the
States / Cities for funding the infrastructural investments. So far 17 States have already engaged
professional firms for preparing the VCF framework. This is expected to help the States
generate additional revenue.

Other significant initiatives under the Smart Cities Mission

· The “Ease of Living” Index is an initiative of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) to help cities assess their liveability vis-à-vis global and national benchmarks
and encourage cities to move towards an ‘outcome-based’ approach to urban planning
and management. It was decided in June 2017 to rank 116 cities based on the liveability
parameters. The implementation of the assessment commenced formally on 19 January,
2018. The Ministry has launched the outcome/rankings of 111 cities on the Ease of Living
index on 13 August, 2018. The framework covers all the critical pillars of urban
development (Physical, Institutional, Social and Economic) and uses 78 indicators across
15 categories (governance, identity and culture, education, health, safety and security,
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economy, affordable housing, land use planning, public open spaces, transportation and
mobility, assured water supply, waste-water management, solid waste management,
power, and quality of environment).

Indian Smart City Fellowship and Indian Smart City Internship programs were
launched on 9 July 2018. More than 3000 applications were received for Fellowship.
The first batch of 30 young graduates/post graduates and PhDs in the fields of Urban
Planning, Urban Design, Engineering, Information and Technology, Urban Mobility,
Finance, Social Sector and Environmental issues has been selected by the Ministry in
November 2018.

●

An all-India Challenge named CITIIS (Cities Investments to Innovate Integrate and
Sustain) was launched on July 9, 2018 in partnership with Agence Française de
Développement (AFD) and European Union. A Loan of EUR 100 million will be extended by
Agence Française de Développement (AFD), which shall be given as a grant to Smart Cities
for implementation of 15 innovative projects selected through the All-India Challenge. The
projects would be in four sectors- sustainable mobility, public open spaces, urban
governance & ICT and social and organizational innovation in low-income settlements.
Technical support with global expertise will be provided for preparation and implementation
of selected demonstrative projects. A preparatory Workshop on CITIIS was held with
international experts in September 2018. Proposals submitted by cities are under
evaluation.

●

Smart Cities Digital Payments Awards 2018 were launched on 9 July, 2018. The
objective of the awards is to guide, motivate, recognize and reward the Smart Cities
for promoting digital payments and carrying out innovative payment initiatives. 65
cities have participated in Stage II of the questionnaire. The submissions are under
evaluation. Results will be declared shortly.

●
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